Discover Why Companies That Can
Choose Any Litigation Firm In The World
Choose To Put Their Trust In Us

O U R A R E AS O F P R AC T I C E

It is hard to summarize over 100 years of collective
experience, but here are several major areas in
which we often practice. More detailed information
about the cases we have handled and the results
we have achieved for our clients can be found by
visiting www.fulkersonlotz.com.

BUSINESS TORTS
Most commercial cases now include one or more claims based on business torts such as fraud,
negligent misrepresentation, breach of fiduciary duty, defamation, or tortious interference.
Business torts typically present opportunities for creative lawyering by both the plaintiff and the
defendant with respect to liability theories and damage calculations. Navigating the restrictions
courts have placed on business torts, particularly when tort claims are brought in conjunction
with contract claims is challenging. Our lawyers have had substantial success both sustaining and
defeating business tort claims.

CONTRACT DISPUTES
Contracts—both formal and informal—are the lifeblood of business. Contract litigation remains
the primary core of commercial litigation. Over half of our cases involve some dispute relating
to contract formation, interpretation or performance.
These can involve joint venture and partnership agreements, employment agreements, oil
and gas operating agreements, insurance contracts, purchase and sale agreements, real estate
contracts, warranties, commodity contracts, construction contracts, and merger and acquisition
agreements, to name a few. At bottom in every contract dispute, however, is the interpretation
and application of contract language, often to circumstances that the parties never anticipated.
We believe good trial lawyers benefit from litigating contract disputes in different fields because
it gives them a perspective that specialists may lack. That enables us to bring fresh thinking to
even ordinary contract disputes.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DISPUTES
Intellectual property has become increasingly important in the Information Age, as the increasing
number of lawsuits attests. For many companies, ownership of intellectual property can be the
difference between success and failure. Members of the firm have experience in virtually all areas
of intellectual property litigation, including the prosecution and defense of theft of trade secrets
claims, patent litigation, copyright disputes, trademark litigation, and claims arising out of noncompete and development agreements. We have litigated the ownership of intellectual property
relating to smart inspection pigs, gyro-guided wellbore surveys, GWD technology, miniaturized
gyro development, wellbore tractors, drill pipe centralizers, dissolving frac balls, frac pumps,
“light” LNG technology, oilfield liquid concentrators and filters, the rights to the multi-platinum
songs such as Survivor, as well as defending one of the largest trade secret claims in Texas history
relating to development of the South Texas Lobo Trend.

OIL AND GAS RELATED DISPUTES
Houston is the global center of the oil and gas industry, and we have been entrusted with
numerous oil and gas disputes. These include disputes relating to joint interest billings, reserve
engineering reports, the construction of pipelines and gas processing facilities, transportation
and processing of natural gas, underpayment of overriding royalties, volumetric underpayments,
transfer pricing claims by royalty owners, breach of fiduciary duty against operators, lease
termination for non-production, failure to develop and drainage, and joint venture disputes.

BANKRUPTCY ADVERSARY PROCEEDINGS
We are not a full-service bankruptcy firm, but bankruptcy proceedings often spawn major
litigation. We have frequently represented debtors, trustees, and post-confirmation trustees in
adversary proceedings and litigation arising out of the failure of the debtor in claims that involve
the application of both Bankruptcy Code and state statutory and common law claims.

ENTERTAINMENT LAW
In entertainment law matters, we have represented Destiny’s Child, Beyonce and Music World
Entertainment, and have served as local counsel to the Rolling Stones when their tours take
them to Houston or Austin.
Our representation of Destiny’s Child includes disputes with former members concerning
use of the group name, alleged defamation, and copyright claims, as well as claims by others
that they, rather than the artists themselves, generated music or lyrics. We have also handled
responses to defamatory comments made in relation to the group, its members, or its
management and have obtained retractions.

A R E S U LT S - O R I E N T E D
A P P R OAC H TO B I L L I N G

Our clients are sometimes paid by the hour, but more often they are compensated for the results
they obtain. So why should lawyers be treated better than the clients they serve? Historically,
the majority of our engagements have been based wholly or partially on results obtained. These
fee arrangements accomplish three objectives: transparency, alignment with client objectives,
and payment for actual value delivered to the client.
We measure value as the client does and have used factors such as the amount recovered,
liability avoided, adherence to budget, timely resolution, or accomplishment of another
identified objective. In short, we encourage a process in which our clients pay for results, not
the number of hours we sit in our chairs.

HOURLY RATES

Competitive
Market Rates

HYBRID

20% contingency fee
1/2 reg. hourly rates

PURE CONTINGENCY FEE

33% to 40%
of any recovery
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